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Barnes Hospital Redevelopment-18/3642/OUT: LBRuT Planning Committee 12 June 2019 @19.00  

The redevelopment of the Barnes Hospital site sees a unique opportunity for this generation to 
reinvigorate a dormant corner of Barnes, introducing new facilities for the community while 
preserving and respecting the history and character of the area.   

The proposals include the creation of a new health facility and SEN School, roundly supported by 
the community. St George’s Trust is choosing to sell the remainder of the plot, over 56%, to a 
developer to generate funds for its Estate Modernisation programme. Funds have been secured 
from Central Government and Local Education Authority to develop both the school and health hub 
without the need to lose control of this land to a developer.  

The community totally rejects the proposal to sell over half the site to be overdeveloped by the 
construction of 83 housing units and an enormous underground car park with a footprint 
equivalent to 46 terraced houses.  

Over 240 objections have been received by LBRuT focused largely on traffic, transport and pollution 
implications of this inaccessible and challenging site. Yet LBRuT have ignored concerns and are 
recommending approval of the proposal. 

Residents have mobilised, organising local, unprejudiced, consultations including meetings where 
the NHS Trust was invited to present, in a spirit of open collaborative exchange of concerns and 
ambitions for the site, with a view to a solution to take the development forward. No one wants to 
see this site derelict and this opportunity wasted. This community voted for councillors that stood 
for developments holistic in nature, the very element that is lacking according to Richmond’s own 
Design Review Panel. We voted to protect the environment and for a sustainable transport policy 
yet both are deliberately flouted in this proposal.  
 
The Director of St George’s NHS Trust Estate Modernisation programme, Matthew Neal said:  
‘.. it was clear to us that the majority of residents’ concerns relate to traffic and highway issues, 
with many also relating their comments to the existing situation on local roads.’  16 April 2019 
 
In response Cllr Paul Avon emailed the following request to the Trust:  
‘...If you are serious about engaging with the community and delivering something on the site with 
which everyone can live, then this aspect of the application needs to be started afresh. …’ 7 May 
2019 
 
The Planner’s report said that in spite of a proposal that will see a GP surgery with 7 consultation 
rooms, a mental health facility with 36 consultation rooms and 51 staff, a SEN school with 90 pupils 
and 50 staff and 83 one, two and three bedroom units, the impact will be:  
‘…a net increase of 3 two-way vehicular trips in the AM peak and a net decrease of 11 vehicular 
trips in the PM weekday peak hour compared to the number generated by the current land use’ 
(para 143.)  
 
The report further notes:  
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‘The site is accessed by pedestrians and vehicles from South Worple Way which officers recognise is 
a narrow road [3.3 metres] but this does support two-way traffic.  The access to the site is also 
constrained by the level crossings at the White Hart Lane Junction (which has a down time of 
approximately 44 minutes each hour). (para. 138) 
 
The community knows that the roads around the site will struggle to cope with additional motor 
traffic. Traffic congestion on and around White Hart Lane has steadily worsened in recent years and 
fears are that local infrastructure cannot accommodate an additional increase in traffic and 
pollution. With five schools already in the environs of this site, potentially to be joined by the 
proposed new SEN school, school children are walking and cycling in air quality levels currently 
exceeding EU regulations.  
 
Local resident Phoebe Quayle, Mums for Lungs, said: 
‘Traffic pollution is putting our children at risk.  Data show that traffic pollution stops children’s 
lungs growing properly.  This proposed development is right next to the South Circular, we need to 
ensure all new construction puts our environment and children’s health first before profit’ 10 June 
2019 
  
Richmond Park MP, Zac Goldsmith met community representatives on 10 May 2019 and said he 
fully recognised the environmental impact of the redevelopment of the site and thought that the 
complexity of the build would place a huge burden on the community.  Goldsmith supported the 
proposal for more far-sighted and community-oriented development like assisted living for elderly 
or SEN adults and thought there would be demand and likely financial viability for this.   
  
Local resident, renowned architect and award-winning garden designer, Christopher Bradley-Hole 
said:   
‘the Lib Dems declared an admirable commitment to “safeguard the balance of nature and the 
environment” and yet these proposals endanger the lives of children through totally irresponsible 
traffic proposals, add intensively to pollution levels and harm irreplaceable TPO’d trees.’ 9 June 
2019 
 
The community is dismayed that the Planning Department is rushing through this unsustainable 
proposal, St George’s Estate Modernisation Programme and the LBRuT have ridden roughshod over 
the hundreds of objections raised by the local community.  Public consultations are simply a box 
ticking exercise if the views of residents and the community are totally disregarded. 
 
We call on Councillors to reject the current proposal.  Respect the views of the local community.   
 
East Sheen resident Sarah Beeching said: 
 ‘We ask for a period of calm reflection and proper consideration for this site, any potential 
consideration for approval should be deferred to allow developers and the local community to come 
together to develop a holistic and sustainable proposal. Together we can create something we will 
all be proud of for generations to come’ 10 June 2019 
 
 
For more information please contact: Sarah Beeching, on behalf of Barnes Hospital Neighbours 
(M:07738 001838 beeching@me.com @OshunGlobal)  


